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aim at something different from the first.
We must not block up the further views and
wider prospects ; we must keep the horizon
open. What I here suggest has nothing
whatever that is unpractical about it; it is
only a deeper foresight, a more prudent
wisdom. We must say to ourselves that
whatever happens, the soul shall not be
atrophied; and we should be as anxious
about it, if we find that it is losing its zest
and freedom, as we should be if we found
that the body were losing its appetite!

It is no metaphor then, but sober earnest,
when I say that when we take our place in
the working world, we ought to lay the
foundations of that other larger stronghold
of the soul, Joyous Gard. All that matters
is that we should choose a fair site for it in
free air and beside still waters; and that
we should plan it for ourselves, set out
gardens and plantations, with as large a
scheme as we can make for it, expecting the
grace and greenery that shall be, and the
increase which God gives. It may be that
we shall have to build it slowly, and we may
have to change the design many times; but
it will be all built out of our own mind and
hope, as the nautilus evolves its shell.